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J/Psi Suppression and the Quark-Gluon Plasma
MEGAN JUSZKIEWICZ!, State University of New York at Stony
Brook, Stony Brook, NY — A hot soup of fundamental particles known
as the quark gluon plasma is believed to have been formed shortly af-
ter the big bang. By colliding heavy ions, researchers hope to create
conditions that will reproduce this plasma. In 1986, it was suggested
that a suppression in the production of J/Psi mesons, during heavy ion
collisions, would be a signature for the quark-gluon plasma. Since then,
studies at heavy ion colliders, including RHIC at Brookhaven, have ob-
served this suppression. Some of the latest results from the PHENIX
group concerning the J/Psi suppression will be presented, along with
how they observe such a signature. This talk will also discuss why this
suppression is believed to indicate the deconfinement of quarks, and
provide an introduction to the quark-gluon plasma.
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