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HOW WE ALL GOT TO BE HERE
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pg. 22

NY Times,
Feb. 29, 1964

The program 
only lasted until 

1976,
but it 

transformed
Stony Brook . . .

A bit later, an 
initiative to draw 

world-famous 
scholars:



A perfect fit for a developing science 
center!  

A bold step taken by:
John Toll (to be president of Stony Brook)

T. Alec Pond (Chair, Physics)
Max Dresden (Professor, Physics)

who approached Chen Ning Yang,
then of the Institute for Advanced Study, 

Princeton.



• Faculty at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton

• With T.D. Lee: shared 1957 Nobel Prize for prediction 
of parity non-conservation

• Many contributions to quantum field theory and 
statistical mechanics

• In 1954, co-inventor of non-abelian gauge (Yang Mills) 
theories (not well known in 1964)

Why was attracting C.N. (Frank)Yang 
such a coup?



And C.N. Yang declines one opportunity;
accepts another . . .

NY Times
Nov. 12, 1965

NY Times
Jan 25, 1966



Max Dresden John Toll Alec Pond

Yang with the Department, 1966-67



Themes of a new 
Institute for Theoretical 

Physics
• Particle physics (. . . gauge theories, 

neutrinos, general quantum field theory, 
lattice gauge theory)

• Gravity (. . .  supergravity and string theory)

• Statistical mechanics (. . . solvable models 
and quantum information)

• Graduate education



• First faculty: Max Dresden, Ben Lee, Gerry 
Brown, Ernest Courant.

• First postdocs: William Bardeen, Hwa-Tung 
Nieh, Michael Nieto, Wu-Ki Tung.

• Since then: over 100 postdocs, over 200 
students.

• Alumni include prizewinners, society 
members, theory group leaders . . .

• Commitment to graduate eduction 
continues.
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• Frank Yang Retired in 1999, succeeded by 
Peter van Nieuwenhuizen (to 2001)

Speakers and
Session Chairs

L. Alvarez-Gaumé
E. Ambler
W.A. Bardeen
R.J. Baxter
G.E. Brown
S.S. Chern
G.F. Chew
P.C.W. Chu
L. Cooper
E. Courant
J.W. Cronin
F.J. Dyson
L.D. Faddeev
V.L. Fitch
M. Goldhaber
W. Ketterle
R.L. Mills

R. Oehme
M.N. Rosenbluth
J. Simons
I. Singer
J. Steinberger
B. Sutherland
G. 't Hooft
E. Teller
S.C.C. Ting
A. Tonomura
S.B. Treiman
M. Veltman
T.T. Wu
L.H. Yu
S.T. Yau
S.C. Zhang
G. Zhou
J. Zinn-Justin



What Makes an 
Institute?

• A founding tradition with staying power. 

• A shared sense of purpose more general 
than fashion.

All of us here are lucky and proud to be associated 
with all of you, our former colleagues.

Thanks for coming this week to represent all 
of those who contributed with their presence.

And again, Welcome.


